
THE PILGRIMAGE ROUTE 
of Pope St. John Paul II in Lithuania



1.2 million kilometres. This is the estimated length of all the travels of John Paul 
II, often referred to as the great pilgrim, which he made as Pope. Lithuania is one 
of the 129 countries he visited during his pontificate. The first time John Paul II 
kissed Lithuanian soil was on 4 September 1993. This was the very first visit of the 
Holy Father to the territory of the former USSR, wherefrom he later went to Latvia 
and Estonia.
This booklet covers the Lithuanian sanctuaries that John Paul II visited, those that 
are related to him in some way, and other major objects included in the Pilgrim 
Route of St. John Paul II, known for their pious traditions and spiritual experiences. 
The route’s length is 1,050 km.

Vilnius Way of the Cross (Vilnius Calvary)
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Katedros a. 2, Vilnius

The Vilnius Cathedral Basilica is Lithuania’s most important Catholic church and 
symbolises the country’s conversion to Christianity.

The first cathedral was built here in 1386 by the Lithuanian Grand Duke Vladislo-
vas Jogaila. The church had to be rebuilt several times due to frequent fires and 
raids by enemy troops. The Cathedral we see today was reconstructed in the 18th 

century based on the designs of the architect Laurynas Stuoka-Gucevičius. De-
spite its overall Classical style, the Cathedral also incorporates several Gothic, 
Renaissance, and Baroque elements. Its belfry is located in a tower that was once 
part of the city’s defensive wall.

The Cathedral provides an opportunity to see one of the most valua-
ble examples of early Baroque in Lithuania – the Chapel of St. Casimir, 
which houses the remains of the titular St. Casimir, heir of the King of Po-
land and Grand Duke of Lithuania, as well as the country’s patron saint. 
The Goštautai Chapel honours the renowned painting of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary – the first crowned painting of Mary in Vilnius, dating back to 1750. 
The Cathedral’s underground crypts house one of the two oldest Lithuanian

Significance

History

Key points for pilgrims

Cathedral Basilica of St. Stanislaus 
and St. Ladislaus of Vilnius
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       Information for visitors: www.katedra.lt
Guided tours of the Cathedral are only available outside of service hours. If you 
wish to visit the crypt, please contact the Museum of Ecclesiastical Heritage  
(www.bpmuziejus.lt) beforehand.

The Holy Father John Paul II began his historical apostolic journey around Lithua-
nia with a prayer at the Vilnius Cathedral on 4 September 1993. Here he met with 
priests, monks and clergy from all over Lithuania and prayed at the sarcophagus 
of St. Casimir. Commemorating this historic visit, a marble slab with a memorial 
inscription has been embedded in the Vilnius Cathedral.

St. Casimir‘s Feast. On the 4th of March every year, the Vilnius Cathedral holds 
Mass, and the annual St. Casimir’s Fair (Kazuko mugė), symbolised by “Verba” (a 
traditional bouquet of twigs), fills the streets of the Old Town with festive sounds. 
The Minor Feast of St. Casimir. On the 4th of each month, at 12:30 PM, Mass is held 
at the Cathedral.

frescoes made sometime between the late 14th and the early 15th centuries. The 
fresco shows how Eastern and Western Christian traditions intertwined in the first 
decades after Lithuania converted to Christianity. We see Christ on the cross in its 
centre, and underneath – the Virgin Mary and Christ’s favourite apostle John the 
Evangelist.
The royal mausoleum under the Chapel of St. Casimir is the final resting place 
of the King of Poland and Grand Duke of Lithuania Alexander Jagiellon (1460 
– 1506), the wives of Sigismund Augustus – Elizabeth of Austria (1526 – 1545) 
and Barbara Radziwiłł (approx. 1522/23 – 1551), and the heart of Ladislaus IV of 
Poland (1595 – 1648). The discovery of their remains in 1931 became a real sen-
sation. Visitors can also see the minor tomb, which served as a temporary resting 
place for the rulers’ remains for more than 300 years. A subtle yet distinct beauty 
characterises the Valavičiai (formerly Royal) Chapel. Before St. Casimir Chapel 
was erected, its crypt held the remains of prince St. Casimir.

Devotional traditions

St. John Paul II
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Aušros vartų g. 14, Vilnius

The Gates of Dawn is an iconic symbol of Vilnius. The miraculous painting of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of Mercy, honoured in the Chapel, is one of Lith-
uania’s most famous Renaissance paintings. The painting is also known as the Ma-
donna of the Gates of Dawn or the Madonna of Vilnius. The Gates of Dawn (or 
Mother of Mercy) Chapel belongs to the European Marian Network and 20 other 
sanctuaries.

In the 16th century, the city of Vilnius was surrounded by a defensive wall with ten 
gates. The Gates of Dawn, first mentioned in 1514, was initially called the Medin-
inkai Gate. The image of the Blessed Virgin Mary that was initially placed in a niche 
inside the gates was later transferred to a wooden chapel by the Carmelites, who 
came to Vilnius in the 17th century, and after the chapel burned down – to a brick 
one. The late Classical chapel acquired its present appearance after reconstruc-
tion in the 19th century. Its façade is reminiscent of a triumphal arch.
The Church of St. Teresa of Avila, located in the Gates of Dawn Chapel’s neigh-
bourhood, was built by the Discalced Carmelites in the middle of the 17th century. 
The church is also connected to a monastery. The walls and vaults of the church 
are decorated with frescoes depicting scenes from the life of St. Teresa of Avila, 
and the high altar holds an 18th-century painting called ”The Transverberation of

Significance

History

Vilnius Chapel of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Mother of Mercy (known as the Gates of 
Dawn Chapel), and the Church of St. Theresa
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The painting of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of Mercy, honoured at the 
centre of the chapel’s altar, is believed to have been made in the 17th century 
based on another painting by the Dutch artist Martin de Vos. The painting is lined 
with gilded silver trim. The graces of the Mother of Mercy are evidenced by the 
votive offerings left by the congregation.

St. Teresa’s Heart”. St Teresa’s Church is a perfect example of Vilnius’ early Ba-
roque architecture.

Key points for pilgrims

       Information for visitors: www.ausrosvartai.lt 

During his visit to Lithuania on 4 September 1993, Pope Saint John Paul II prayed 
the Rosary at the Gates of Dawn together with worshippers from all over Lithuania 
and beyond, reminding the congregation beforehand that there was a Lithuanian 
chapel in the Vatican decorated with a copy of the painting depicting the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.

The Minor Feast Commemorating the Patronage of the Blessed Virgin Mary of the 
Gates of Dawn is held on the 16th of each month.
The Feast of St. Teresa of Avila, the patron saint of the Church, is held on the 15th 

of October.
The Great Feast Commemorating the Patronage of the Blessed Virgin Mary of the 
Gates of Dawn is held for eight days on the week containing the 16th of November.

Devotional traditions

St. John Paul II
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Dominikonų g. 12, Vilnius

The Sanctuary of the Divine Mercy is one of Vilnius’ main points of interest both 
for local believers and pilgrims worldwide. The original image of the Merciful Je-
sus – made in Vilnius according to the visions of Sister Faustina and known for its 
grace-giving qualities – is venerated here.

In the 19th century, the Gothic Spital Church of the Holy Trinity, erected in the 
15th century, was converted into an Orthodox church and returned to Catholics 
in 1920. Mykolas Sopočko, the confessor and spiritual guide of Sister Faustina, 
worked at the church in 1946-1947. It was him to whom Sister Faustina told of the 
revelations she received from Jesus, which later inspired the painting depicting 
Divine Mercy. In 1947, the Soviets closed the church again and used its premises 
for other purposes. Only in 2004 did the church undergo renovation and was re-
named the Sanctuary of Divine Mercy.

In the centre of the Sanctuary, above the altar, hangs a miraculous 1934 painting of 
the Merciful Jesus by the artist Eugenijus Kazimirovskis, who based it on the visions 
of Sister Faustina Kowalska. The painting depicts Jesus wearing a white tunic, his 
right hand extended in blessing, and the left resting on his chest against his heart, 

Significance

History

Key points for pilgrims

Vilnius Sanctuary of 
the Divine Mercy
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       Information for visitors: www.gailestingumas.lt 

On the 5th of September, while visiting Vilnius, the Holy Father prayed to the image 
of the Merciful Jesus (which was displayed in the Church of the Holy Spirit at that 
time). In 2000, John Paul II proclaimed Sister Faustina a saint and declared the 
first Sunday after Easter the Divine Mercy Sunday.

A Divine Mercy prayer, revealed to Sister Faustina by Jesus, is held daily at 3 PM. 
Divine Mercy Week is celebrated from Easter Monday until Divine Mercy Sunday.
The Procession of Light takes place on Saturday evening before Divine Mercy 
Sunday, starting at the Gates of Dawn Chapel.
Divine Mercy Sunday is held on the first Sunday after Easter.
The Minor Feast of the Sanctuary takes place every Friday.

which emanates cloudy red beams of light. The light beams symbolise the sacra-
ments and graces awaiting those who pray to this image and trust Divine Mercy.
You can visit St. Faustina’s house a little ways from downtown Vilnius, where she 
lived in 1933-1936 and experienced the visions described in her diary. The house 
is now part of Vilnius’ (sometimes called the City of Mercy)  pilgrimage route ”Way 
of Divine Mercy”.

Devotional traditions

St. John Paul II
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Stations of the Cross located in the area of Verkiai, which belonged to the bishops 
of Vilnius, were built at the bishop Jurgis Bialozoras’ initiative. They were meant 
to symbolise gratitude to God for Lithuania’s victory against the Muscovites dur-
ing the war of 1655-1661. The Vilnius Calvary, dating back to the 17th century, has 
been attracting large crowds of worshippers for centuries.

In Europe, the building of Calvaries (copies of Christ’s Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem, 
usually located in places where hills, valleys and streams resemble the landscape 
of Jerusalem) started in the 15-16th centuries. Their purpose is to allow pilgrims 
who don’t have an opportunity to visit the Holy Land to recreate Jesus’ last jour-
ney and contemplate the Redeemer’s suffering. In the 17th century, Vilnius started 
looking for a spot to build its own Way of the Cross. The forested surroundings of 
Verkiai, perfectly suitable for this purpose, became the location of the new Church 
of the Discovery of the Holy Cross, a monastery, and 20 brickwork chapels. In the 
20th century, the latter were demolished by the Soviets (and were rebuilt only in 
2002).

Today, the Vilnius Calvary Ensemble consists of the Baroque-style Church

Significance

History

Key points for pilgrims

Vilnius Way of the Cross 
(Vilnius Calvary)

Kalvarijų g. 327, Vilnius
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       Information for visitors: www.vilniauskalvarijos.lt 

of the Discovery of the Holy Cross and 35 Stations of the Cross, scattered among 
the hills renamed to Golgotha, Mary, Zion, and Olive, and the stream of Cedron. 
The Way of the Cross stretches for 7 kilometres.
The altar of the Sorrowful Mother of God in Vilnius Calvary Church to this day 
safeguards a wooden relic of the Holy Cross.

When Pope Saint John Paul II visited the Hill of Crosses, he proclaimed the Mys-
tery of the Cross to be the most crucial point in the history of salvation and en-
couraged people to see the cross as a symbol of reconciliation and a source of 
divine bliss gifted to Lithuania and its Catholic Church.

Vilnius Calvary Way of the Cross is celebrated on Good Friday, during the three 
days of the Pentecost, and on the first Saturday of every month at 8 AM.
The tribute to the relic of the Holy Cross is celebrated on the 14th of each month.

Devotional traditions

St. John Paul II
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Birutės g. 5, Trakai

The Basilica of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, located on the Trakai 
peninsula, is one of the eight basilicas in Lithuania. This church is famous for the 
painting of Mother Protectrix, Patron Saint of Lithuania, which bespeaks the deep 
tradition of seeing Lithuania as a land under Mary’s patronage.

It is believed that the Gothic church was built in the 15th century by the same 
people who worked on the Trakai Castle, located on the island of Lake Galvė. 
The church’s founder was Vytautas – the Grand Duke of Lithuania (his portrait 
still hangs in the sanctuary). The reconstruction, which took place in the 17th-18th 
century, acquired several Baroque features and Byzantine wall paintings that have 
survived to this day. The miraculous image of Mother Protectrix, Patron of Lithua-
nia, is honoured on the high altar.

The painting of the Mother Protectrix, Patron of Lithuania, located in the Church 
of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Trakai, has long been a point of 
attraction for pilgrims worldwide. The back of the painting bears a story about 
how it was gifted to Grand Duke Vytautas by the Byzantine Emperor on the oc-
casion of his baptism. Historians believe the inscription was added in the 18th 

Significance

History

Key points for pilgrims

Basilica of the Visitation of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary in Trakai
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       Information for visitors: www.trakubazilika.lt 
Tours of the basilica are available from 10 AM to 7 PM, subject to prior agreement 
with the pastor.

In 2015, a monument to John Paul II was consecrated in the churchyard of the 
Church of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

The Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is held on the 15th of Au-
gust.
The eighth day of the Trakai Feast or the Feast of the Nativity of the Virgin Mary is 
celebrated between the 1st and the 8th of September. A pilgrimage from the Gates 
of Dawn, Vilnius to Trakai (about 30 km) and pilgrimages from the surrounding 
areas are organised during the Trakai Feast.

century during preparations for the painting’s coronation ceremony. In 1994, an 
X-Ray analysis showed the painting to have been made in the 16th century and 
then redone in the 17th century according to guidelines dictating the way the old-
est and most miraculous images should be depicted. This is the first painting of 
the Virgin Mary in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, coronated by the Vatican (1718). 
Hundreds of votive offerings left around the painting give witness to the graces 
and miracles experienced by the dedicatees. In the 18th century, the image of the 
Mother of God of Trakai was covered with gilded silver trim. 

Devotional traditions

St. John Paul II
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Trakų g. 6, Pivašiūnai, Alytaus r.

Pivašiūnai is considered one of Lithuania’s most important pilgrimage centres, ow-
ing to this status to the painting of the Mother of God and the Christ Child, famous 
for its miraculous graces and solemn traditions of indulgence.

Benedictine monks became established in Pivašiūnai in the 17th century when 
they founded a local church. The extant wooden Church of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary – a monument to Lithuanian wooden sacral Classical archi-
tecture – was built in the early 19th century. The church managed to safeguard the 
painting, currently placed on the high altar, which is known to this day. 

Pivašiūnai is famous for the Mother of God and the Christ Child painting, purport-
edly made by an unknown Lithuanian artist sometime in the mid-17th century. The 
crowned images of the Virgin Mary and the Christ Child symbolise the Queen of 
Heaven and the Redeemer. The plentiful votive offerings left under the painting 
testify to the many graces bestowed upon worshippers.

During the 1988 Feast of the Assumption, Cardinal Vincentas Sladkevičius

Significance

History

Key points for pilgrims

St. John Paul II

Pivašiūnai Church of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
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       Information for visitors: www.pivasiunai.lt 

coronated the painting, known for its divine grace, with the crowns gifted by John 
Paul II. The painting was given the title Our Lady of Consolation to commemorate 
Mary’s closeness to, and guardianship of, the Lithuanian Catholic Church that had 
survived Soviet oppression and was ready to face new challenges.

On the climb up the tall hill to the Pivašiūnai Church, some pilgrims like to recite 
the Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary, owing to a pillar dedicated to the mysteries 
installed every 10 steps (created by the folk craftsman Algirdas Judickas). Each 
pillar stands for one recitation of Ave Maria.
The Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is held for eight days – 15th 
to 22nd August.
The Feast of Our Lady of Consolation is held on the 15th of each month.

Devotional traditions
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Basilica - J. Bendoriaus g. 1, Marijampolė; 
Chapel - Lūginės village, Šunskų eldership, Marijampolės district

Marijampolė is the only town in Lithuania named after the Blessed Virgin Mary, the 
patron saint of the Marian Monastery. Pilgrims from Lithuania and other countries 
come to the Basilica of St. Archangel Michael to pray beside the remains of Bless-
ed Archbishop Jurgis Matulaitis buried there.

The present basilica was erected in 1824 in place of a wooden church built by the 
Marian brothers in the mid-18th century that later burned down. The eclectic ba-
silica contains elements of Classical and Neo-Baroque architecture.
In 1934, the remains of Blessed Archbishop J. Matulaitis were transferred to the 
Chapel of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. J. Matulaitis renovated the Marian Mon-
astery, established two nunneries (the Sisters of the Blessed Virgin Mary of the 
Immaculate Conception and the Servants of the Blessed Sacraments) became 
involved in Christian social activities, and spread the teachings of the Church. In 
1918, he was appointed the bishop of the Vilnius Diocese and later – the apostolic 
visitor of the Holy See in Lithuania. His knowledge and efforts were crucial for es-
tablishing stronger ties between Lithuania and the Holy See, creating the Lithua-
nian ecclesiastical province, and preparing the concordat. To learn more about his 
life and holiness testimony, visit the Museum of Blessed Jurgis Matulaitis, located 

Significance

History

Marijampolė Basilica of St. Michael, the 
Archangel, and the Chapel of Blessed 
Jurgis Matulaitis in his native Lūginė
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       Information for visitors: www.marijampolesbazilika.lt 

Ever since 28 June 1987, when Pope John Paul II beatified Archbishop Jurgis 
Matulaitis, a week-long solemn celebration is held each July, commemorating the 
anniversary of his beatification.

A liturgical commemoration of Blessed Jurgis Matulaitisis was held on the 27th of 
January.
A separate commemoration of Blessed Jurgis Matulaitis is held on the 12th of each 
month.
The Feast of St. Anthony of Padua is held on the 13th of June.
The eight-day Feast of Blessed Jurgis Matulaitis (commemorating the day of his 
beatification) is held from the Sunday before the 12th of July to the Sunday after it.
The Feast of St. Archangel Michael, the main patron of the church, is held on the 
29th of September.

Devotional traditions

St. John Paul II

Pilgrims come here to pray next to the relics of Blessed Jurgis Matulaitis; to ask him 
for patronage; and give thanks to God for the graces received.
The faithful who come to the basilica also venerate the painting of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary with the Christ Child (located on the altar of St. Anthony of Padua in 
Vaizbūniškės), thought to date back to the first church.
Last but not least, pilgrims also regularly visit the Blessed Jurgis Matulaitis Chapel, 
located 6 km away from Marijampolė in his native Lūginės village.

in the Marijampolė Marian Monastery.

Key points for pilgrims
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Vilniaus g. 1, Kaunas

The Kaunas Cathedral Basilica is one of the largest and oldest churches in Lithu-
ania and the country’s largest Gothic sacral building. The basilica is known for its 
painting of the Sorrowful Mother of God.

It is well known that the Kaunas St. Peter’s Church was founded by Vytautas the 
Great in the 15th century and was later rebuilt several times. In 1864-1865, the 
church served as the centre of the Žemaičiai Diocese, and in 1926 became the 
very heart of the Lithuanian Catholic Church, remaining such until the very end 
of Soviet rule. Today, the archcathedral has nine altars, the most recent one be-
ing the altar of Pope Saint John Paul II, which even contains a relic of the Holy 
Father. Famous clergymen and bishops are buried in the crypt and churchyard of 
the archcathedral, and cardinal Vincentas Sladkevičius rests in the Chapel of the 
Blessed Sacrament.

The 16th-century painting of the Sorrowful Mother of God, known for its grac-
es, has been attracting pilgrims from around the world. The painting depicts the 
Blessed Virgin Mary holding her Son removed from the cross and is the oldest 
painting in the archcathedral. The votive offerings left under the painting testify

Significance

History

Key points for pilgrims

Kaunas Cathedral Basilica of 
the Apostles St. Peter and St. Paul
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       Information for visitors: www.kaunoarkikatedra.lt 

The memorial plaque located at the side entrance to the basilica commemorates 
the Pope’s visit, which took place on 6 September 1993. A relic of St. John Paul II 
has been venerated at the renovated side altar of Kaunas Cathedral of the Holy 
Apostles Peter and Paul since 2013.

The Feast of the Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle is held on the 22nd of February 
(moveable to the nearest Sunday).
The Feast of the Sorrowful Blessed Virgin Mary is held on the Friday preceding the 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord.
The Feast of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul is held on the 29th of June.
The Feast of the Dedication of St. John Lateran Basilica is held on the 9th of No-
vember.

Devotional traditions

St. John Paul II

to its grace-giving qualities.
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Žemaičių g. 31A, Kaunas

Christ’s Resurrection Basilica is a monument to the freedom, suffering, and resur-
rection of the Lithuanian nation and the largest basilica in the Baltics.

This church was built as a gesture of gratitude to God for the restoration of Lithua-
nian independence. Erected in 1940, the church was quickly repurposed as a radio 
factory by the Soviets and returned to the faithful only in 1990 after a decade of 
renovation. In 2015, Pope Francis granted the Christ’s Resurrection Church the 
title of a minor basilica.

The Chapel of Our Lady of Šiluva, located on the roof of the basilica, contains a 
relic of St. Anthony.

The history of the Christ’s Resurrection Church reflects the difficult journey of the 
Lithuanian people in the 20th century and, in a way, signifies the spiritual revival 
which John Paul II wished it to experience.

The Feast of the Resurrection of Christ (Easter).

Significance

History

Key points for pilgrims

St. John Paul II

Devotional traditions

Kaunas Christ’s 
Resurrection Church
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The Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus is held on the third Sunday after the Pen-
tecost.
The Feast of the Nativity of the Virgin Mary is held on the 8th of September (move-
able to the nearest Sunday).

       Information for visitors: www.prisikelimas.lt 
Tours take place daily, 12 AM to 5 PM (prior arrangement with the guide required).
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T. Masiulio g. 31, Kaunas

The Church of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary with the former Camal-
dolese Abbey is considered to be one of Northeast Europe’s late Baroque master-
pieces, known for its miraculous painting of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Beautiful 
Mother of Love, with Jesus, which attracts pilgrims from around the world.

The construction of the Pažaislis Church and Abbey on the Kaunas Lagoon Pen-
insula was commissioned in the late 17th century by Kristupas Zigmatas Pacas – the 
Chancellor of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. To this end, he solicited assistance 
from several Italian artists, namely – the Italian architects Giovanni Battista Fredi-
ani and Pietro Puttini, the painter Michelangelo Palloni, and the sculptor Giovanni 
Maria Merli. More than a hundred different frescoes have survived in this Italian 
Baroque-style abbey, which is currently in the caring hands of the Sisters of St. 
Casimir.

Perched atop the church’s altar is a painting of the Beautiful Mother of Love 
(known for its grace-giving qualities) that was gifted to its founder by Pope Alex-
ander VII in 1661. The painting was made by an unknown Flemish artist of the 17th 

century. A large number of pilgrims also come to the church for the solemn Feast

Significance

History

Key points for pilgrims

Pažaislis Church of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, and the former Camaldolese Abbey Ensemble
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The Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth is held on the 
31st of May (moveable to the nearest Sunday).
The Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is held on the 15th of Au-
gust.

of the Assumption.

Devotional traditions

       Information for visitors: www.pazaislis.org 
Each Monday is a day of silence (visitors not admitted).
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Šiluva is one of the most important spiritual centres of Lithuania and a place of 
the apparition of the Virgin Mary. Pilgrims also come to Šiluva to celebrate the 
traditional Feast of Šilinės, which has been taking place here for almost 500 years.

According to an extant written account, after Protestants had closed and then 
razed a Catholic church to the ground here in the 16th century, a group of shep-
herds, having noticed a crying girl sitting on a rock with a baby in her hands, asked 
her what happened, to which she replied: ”I am crying because, in the past, this 
land was dedicated to my Son’s worship, and now it’s being tilled and used for 
growing crops”. The locals, remembering that there, indeed, used to be a church 
there, eventually discovered a chest containing liturgical stone pieces and doc-
uments. The discovery resulted in them reclaiming the land and building a new 
wooden church, where they revived the Feast of Šilinės, known since the 15th cen-
tury. The red-brick Basilica of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary was erected 
in its wooden predecessor’s place in the 18th century, its interior decor remaining 
unchanged to this day. In 1947, Pope Paul VI granted it the status of a basilica. 
Another point of attraction is the famous painting of the Blessed Virgin Mary with 
Jesus, adorned with papal crowns.
As the 300th anniversary of Mary’s apparition drew nearer, architect Antanas 
Vivulskis designed the 44 metre-tall Chapel of the Apparition of the Blessed Virgin

Significance

History

Basilica of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
in Šiluva, and the Šiluva Chapel of the Apparition 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Basilica - M. Jurgaičio g. 2, Šiluva;
Chapel - Jono Pauliaus II g. 2, Šiluva.
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The great altar of the Basilica of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary houses a 
miraculous image of the Mother of God and Jesus, made in the 17th century based 
on the Salus Populi Romani icon, located in the Chapel of the Basilica of Saint 
Mary Major (Rome). The painting frame was forged from votive offerings given 
by people in gratitude for the graces they had experienced. In the Chapel of the 
Revelation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, worshippers pray by walking on their knees 
around the altar built atop the stone on which Mary appeared. Over the ages, giv-
en the countless graces and miraculous healing experienced here, Our Lady of 
Šiluva was granted the title of Healer of the Sick.
The Feast of Šilinės is the largest mass religious gathering in Lithuania.

       Information for visitors: www.siluva.lt 

During his visit to Šiluva on 7 September 1993, Pope John Paul II prayed in the 
Chapel of the Revelation and kissed the stone on which the Virgin Mary had ap-
peared. During the commemoration of the 15th anniversary of the Pope’s visit, a 
monument to the Holy Father was unveiled in 2008 in Šiluva Square between the 
Basilica of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Chapel of the Apparition 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Šiluva also has the following memorials to the papal visit: the golden rosary donat-
ed by the Pope is kept in the Šiluva Museum; the street of Šiluva that runs along 
the square past the Basilica and the Chapel of the Apparition was named after 
John Paul II by Raseiniai Municipality; the Pilgrim House of John Paul II; and final-
ly, a cross, erected in the square where the Pope landed in his helicopter.

The Feast of Šilinės or the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary is held between the 
7th and 15th September.
Mary’s Day is celebrated on the 13th of each month.
The Day of the Sick is celebrated on the last Friday of each month.

Mary with an altar erected in its centre atop a stone where, it is believed, the Bless-
ed Virgin Mary appeared in the early 17th century. It is the fourth chapel built in 
a place considered to be an authentic site of Divine Apparition. All the previous 
chapels were made of wood, the oldest octagonal one appearing as early as the 
17th century.
The Basilica of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Chapel of the Appari-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the intervening square together form a sacred 
area designated for the primary services during feasts.

Devotional traditions

St. John Paul II

Key points for pilgrims
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Maironio g. 2A, Tytuvėnai, Kelmė district

This is one of the most valuable examples of 17th-18th century sacral architecture in 
Lithuania, which has recently been discovered by pilgrims from around the world, 
who come here to see the painting of the Mother of God and the Christ Child, 
known for its grace-giving qualities, as well as to visit the Chapel of Holy Steps, and 
celebrate the traditional feasts.

The Tytuvėnai Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Queen of Angels, and the 
Bernadine monastery were commissioned in the 17th century by the noble Andrie-
jus Valavičius. After his death, construction was overseen by his brother Jeronimas 
Valavičius, the Elder of Žemaičiai. In the 18th century, the Chapel of the Holy Steps 
with the altar of Jesus Christ, the Crucified, and a Stations of the Cross gallery 
were built in the churchyard. The latter, containing 39 stations, is the largest struc-
ture of its kind in Lithuania. Initially envisioned as a Gothic building, the monas-
tery ensemble contains many Renaissance touches and predominant Baroque 
elements.

The main church altar holds the painting of the Mother of God and Jesus, vener-
ated since the 17th century. After the Stations of the Cross and the Chapel of the 
Holy Steps were built in the 18th century, pilgrims started travelling to Tytuvėnai 

Significance

History

Key points for pilgrims

Tytuvėnai Church and Monastery 
Ensemble
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       Information for visitors: www.tytuvenubaznycia.lt 
The church is open during service hours, while the inner courtyard and the chapel 
containing the Holy Steps are accessible at other times as well. You can also book a 
tour at the Pilgrim Centre (www.infotytuvenai.lt) to see the entire ensemble. 

The Feast of St. Anthony is held on the 13th of June (transferrable to Sunday).
The Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary is held on the first Sunday 
of July.
The Feast of Our Lady Queen of the Angels (Porziuncola) is held on the first Sun-
day of August.
The Pilgrimage from Tytuvėnai to Šiluva, bearing a statue of Our Lady of Fatima, 
was made on the last Sunday of August.

for the intercession of the Mother of God, as well as to walk the Way of the Cross 
and the Holy Stairs. There is also a tradition of ascending the stairs on one’s knees, 
kissing the glazed sacred relics installed on each step.
Pilgrimage in Tytuvėnai has deep traditions – every year, on the last Sunday of Au-
gust, for over two decades, people have been making a pilgrimage to Šiluva to give 
thanks to the Mother of God for reclaimed freedom.

Devotional traditions

A relic of a saint – a droplet of John Paull II’s blood – has been safeguarded in 
the chapel of the Tytuvėnai Church since 2016. It was gifted to the church by the 
Polish city of Miastko as a token of friendship and shared faith.

St. John Paul II
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Rumpiškės g. 6, Klaipėda

This is the only Catholic Church in Lithuania and the other Baltic States built in 
the Soviet era.

The sanctuary, built in 1957-1960, was intended to remedy the shortage of Catho-
lic sanctuaries in Klaipėda after World War II, which saw the near-eradication of 
the city’s churches. Unfortunately, the Soviets did not allow the church to be 
opened – the local faith community managed to reclaim it only in 1988. You can 
learn more about the church’s history from the archival photos hung on the walls 
of its tower by taking the stairs to the 47 metre-tall observation deck.

The churchyard serves as the final resting place of many of its former priests, in-
cluding Bronislovas Burneikis, who helped to renovate the church in 1988. Here 
you’ll also find a newly rebuilt Cross of Hope that serves as the starting point for 
Klaipėda’s pilgrimages.

Considering John Paul II’s vigorous anti-Communism, it is important to note that 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of Peace, Church in Klaipėda reflects the resist-
ance and perseverance of the faithful who continued to disseminate Catholic

Significance

History

Key points for pilgrims

St. John Paul II

Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of Peace 
Church in Klaipėda
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The Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of Peace, is held on the 22nd of Au-
gust (transferrable to Sunday).
The Feast of John the Baptist is held on the 24th of June.
The Theresan Feast of the Christ Child is held on the 1st of October (transferrable 
to Sunday).

culture during the Soviet era.

Devotional traditions

       Information for visitors: www.taikoskaraliene.lt 
The church tower is accessible to visitors only upon prior arrangement.
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Vienuolyno g. 1A, Žemaičių Kalvarija, Plungė district

This is the pilgrim centre of west Lithuania, famous for its miraculous painting of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Queen of Christian Families, with the Christ Child, its 
authentic traditions related to the Hill of Crosses, and the Great Žemaičių Kalva-
rija Festival.

By the decision of Vytautas, the Grand Duke of Lithuania, the land of Gardai (now 
Žemaičių Kalvarija), was transferred to the estate of the bishop of the Žemaičiai Di-
ocese in the 15th century. Bishop Jurgis Tiškevičius invited the Dominicans to set-
tle here in 1637. Their initiative led to the construction of the Chapels of Calvary 
(which gave rise to the territory’s name), the first open-air Way of the Cross in the 
Grand Duchy of Lithuania, and the celebration of the Great Festival. In the mid-
16 century, the painting of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Christ Child, which 
was brought from Rome, became increasingly popular thanks to its grace-giving 
qualities. To accommodate the growing congregation, the old wooden church was 
replaced with a brick one in 1824.

It is typically recommended for pilgrims to commence their visit to Žemaičių 

Significance

History

Key points for pilgrims

Basilica of the Holy Mother Mary’s Visitation, and the 
Chapels of the Way of the Cross in Žemaičių Kalvarija
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       Information for visitors: www.zemaiciukalvarija.lt 

The Great Žemaičių Kalvarija or the Holy Mother’s Visitation Festival is held on the 
2nd-12th of July.
The Monthly Feast is held on the 2nd of every month.
The titular feast of the parish is held on the 31st of May.
The hills of the Way of the Cross are collectively walked during the Monthly Feast 
after the 12:00 PM Holy Mass and during the Great Festival after every Holy Mass 
(the main procession takes place after the 12:00 PM Holy Mass, bearing the St. 
Cross relic).

Kalvarija with a prayer in front of the painting of the Mother of God, known for its 
miraculous qualities and located in the Basilica of the Holy Mother’s Visitation. 
In 2006, it was adorned with crowns consecrated by Pope Benedict XVI and giv-
en the title of the Queen of Christian Families. This is where pilgrims traditionally 
begin and end their procession. The 4.5 kilometres-long Via Dolorosa of Žemaičių 
Kalvarija consists of 19 folk architecture chapels with 20 stations. The procession 
of the Way of the Cross takes about 3 hours to complete, including the singing of 
psalms and listening to sermons given in three locations.
The church, including its chapels, also holds other relics of significance to the 
faithful, namely: the largest relic of the Holy Cross in the Baltic States (a chunk of 
wood from the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem), a copy of the nail of Christ brought 
from Rome, a pebble from the Hill of Golgotha in Jerusalem, and a photocopy of 
the Shroud of Turin.

Devotional traditions

In 1988, the Holy Father vested the Žemaičių Kalvarija Church with the title of 
minor basilica. He commenced the process of adorning the miraculous Mother of 
God and the Christ Child painting with papal crowns.

St. John Paul II
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Aušros takas 3, Šiauliai

Šiauliai Cathedral is the beginning of the pilgrimage to the Hill of Crosses. The Ca-
thedral is the most significant example of Renaissance-era Mannerist architecture 
in Lithuania.

In the 17th century, the brick cathedral replaced a former wooden church. The 
sanctuary was severely damaged by wars and storms, the altars, which had burned 
down during World War II, being rebuilt only in the 1960s. Distinctive features of 
the Renaissance cathedral include its 70 metre-tall tower, hovering above the city 
from up high; the sundial installed on the southern wall; and the country’s only 
churchyard gate with defensive towers and embrasures.

The cathedral serves as the starting point for the pilgrimage to the Hill of Crosses. 
Large crowds of worshippers come here for the Feast of the Hill of Crosses and 
the annual pilgrimage thereto, led by the cathedral’s bishop every July. Similar 
impromptu processions, whereby the faithful carry crosses from the cathedral to 
the hill, also take place at other times, usually between spring and mid-autumn.
The painting of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Christ Child is among the cathe-
dral’s most revered objects.

Significance

History

Key points for pilgrims

Šiauliai St. Peter and Paul’s 
Cathedral
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       Information for visitors: www.siauliukatedra.lt 

St. John Paul II

Devotional traditions

Pope John Paul II’s order of 8 May 1997 resulted in the establishment of the Šiau-
liai Diocese and the elevation of the church to the status of cathedral. A commem-
orative papal relic has been housed in its Chapel of Mercy ever since.

The Feast of the Descent of the Holy Spirit – the Pentecost Feast is held on the 
Saturday and Sunday of the Pentecost.
The Feast of Saints Peter and Paul is held on the 29th of June (transferrable to the 
nearest Sunday).
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Vilniaus g. 247B, Šiauliai

The Church of Ignatius of Loyola in Šiauliai is among the city’s most popular 
Catholic churches and the Pope John Paul II’s sanctuary of choice during his visit 
to Šiauliai.

The church was commissioned by Jesuit monks who arrived in Šiauliai in 1930. Un-
fortunately, the church was closed down and repurposed during the Soviet era 
and returned to believers only in 1990.

During his visit to Lithuania on 7 September 1993, John Paul II took some rest in 
the city’s House of Jesuits and later went to pray at the Church of Ignatius of Loy-
ola.
A 3 metre-tall monument to Pope John Paul II was built in the churchyard. The 
piece, created by sculptor Mindaugas Junčys, was gifted to the church by a local 
family. The city’s faithful to this day remember the Pope’s visit by the miraculous 
resonance event, whereby the sculpture described above was observed to have a 
red stain in the same spot where John Paul II had got some paint on his white robe 
while kneeling inside the Church during a previous visit.

Significance

History

St. John Paul II

Church of Ignatius of 
Loyola in Šiauliai
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       Information for visitors: www.facebook.com/sv.ignacas 

Devotional traditions
The Blessed Sacrament is held at the church every Thursday, after the evening 
Holy Mass.
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Piliakalnio g. 7, Domantai village, Meškuičiai eldership, Šiauliai district

The hill – home to around 200,000 crosses – is the only sacred location of its kind 
in the world, and a monument to a unique devotional tradition and the country’s 
dedicated community of the faithful.

In the 11th-14th centuries, the Jurgaičių Hill (also known as the Domantų Hill, 
Šventkalnis, or Pilies Hill) was home to a wooden castle, and in the 19th century, 
based on contemporary written documents, became known as the Hill of Crosses. 
In 1850, there were 20 crosses on the hill, reaching around 400 almost a century 
later. Some accounts hold the tradition to have been born following several mirac-
ulous healings that happened after leaving a cross on the hill and praying to God 
for good health; others, however, claim that it started in 1863 in commemoration 
of those who have perished during a local uprising. The Interwar Period saw the 
hill becoming an important location for religious feasts, and during Soviet rule, it 
became a unique pilgrimage site. After Lithuania regained its independence, the 
Hill of Crosses became a place of global pilgrimage. Later, it was made even more 
famous by the visit of Pope John Paul II.

On 20 July 1997, Eugenijus Bartulis, the first bishop of Šiauliai, revived the Feast

Significance

History

Key points for pilgrims

Hill of Crosses
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       Information for visitors: www.kryziukalnas.lt 
The Hill of Crosses is open to visitors 24/7, regardless of the season.

On 7 September 1993, Pope John Paul II climbed the Hill of Crosses to pray and 
minister at a Holy Mass. The Franciscan monastery located next to the hill was 
built on his initiative.
Pilgrimages usually start and finish by the crucifix sent by John Paul II and placed 
on the Hill of Crosses.

of the Hill of Crosses, held on the last Sunday of July. In addition, there are an-
nual pilgrimages of differing sizes that start and finish on that same hill, where the 
faithful also customarily leave crosses, paintings, rosaries, and other items during 
prayers of gratitude or supplication.

The Feast of the Hill of Crosses is celebrated on the last Sunday of July.
The Pilgrimage from the Šiauliai Cathedral to the Hill of Crosses takes place on 
the last weekend of July.
The Pilgrimage from the Hill of Crosses to Šiluva takes place on the first weekend 
of September.

Devotional traditions

St. John Paul II
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Nepriklausomybės a. 1, Rokiškis

The Rokiškis Church of the St. Apostle Evangelist Matthew is one of Lithuania’s 
most beautiful ensembles of Neo-Gothic sacral architecture.

The Neo-Gothic Church of the St. Apostle Evangelist Matthew was commissioned 
in 1877 by count Reinholdas Tyzenhauzas of Rokiškis. The church is characterised 
by its luxurious decorations: the big altar was cast out of bronze in Paris (France); 
the oak pulpit and the side altars – in Leuven (Belgium); and the stained-glass win-
dows – in Vienna (Austria). The church tower was designed by the Austrian archi-
tect George Verner based on the St. Stephen’s Cathedral in Vienna.
Interestingly, the church to this day uses a drum copied after the one that Mykolas 
Kazimieras Pacas, the hetman of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, brought back as a 
trophy from the Battle of Khotyn in 1673 and donated it to the Church of St. Peter 
and Paul in Vilnius. The copy of the leather drum (130 cm in diameter) was gifted 
to the church by Reinholdas Tyzenhauzas.

The church has a distinctive religious tradition for the Blessed Virgin 
Mary – every August, the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin

Significance

History

Key points for pilgrims

Rokiškis Church of the St. Apostle 
Evangelist Matthew
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       Information for visitors: www.rokiskioparapija.lt  

The Feast of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus is held on the third Friday after the 
Pentecost.
The Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into Heaven is held on the 
15th of August.
The Feast of the St. Apostle Evangelist Matthew is held on the 21st of September 
(transferrable to the nearest Sunday).

Devotional traditions

Mary is held here. The church also has an image of Mary, the Queen of the Rosary, 
depicted on the side altar, an Our Lady of Sorrows sculpture in the left nave, and a 
mosaic painting of Mary from the Gates of Dawn.
There is also an interesting drumming ceremony, which takes place at the church 
on the evening of Good Friday, and in the morning of Holy Saturday before Mass. 

Although the Pope did not pay a visit to the Rokiškis Church in person, it was 
nonetheless included in his pilgrimage itinerary to draw attention to the beauty, 
and the cultural significance of Lithuania’s sole, unique Neo-Gothic ensemble.

St. John Paul II
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Bažnyčios g. 19, Krekenava, Panevėžys district

This is Lithuania’s only daughter sanctuary of the Roman Basilica of St. Mary Ma-
jor. A miraculous painting of the Mother of God and the Christ Child has been 
worshipped here for centuries. The sanctuary is also famous for its Feast of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

The parish church of Krekenava was built in the late 15th century, and the current 
brick sanctuary was completed in 1901. The miraculous painting of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary housed in the church dates back to the 17th century and was repaint-
ed multiple times. Outside of solemn occasions, the image is hidden behind the 
Christ among Krekenavans painting by Romanas Švoinickis, who used local resi-
dents as models.

From time immemorial, to honour the painting that sits on the high altar, visiting 
pilgrims have been circling it on their knees in hopes of their prayers being heard.
The faithful come to Krekenava for the Feast of the Assumption and the Feast of 
St. Anthony of Padua, whose miraculous painting hangs on the basilica’s side altar.

Significance

History

Key points for pilgrims

Krekenava Basilica of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
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       Information for visitors: www.krekenavosbazilika.lt 

In 1999, Pope John Paul II granted a communal feast to the believers visiting the 
Krekenava sanctuary during the eight days of the Assumption, the 15th of each 
month, and during the Feast of the St. Anthony of Padua. The painting of Pope 
John Paul II by the artist Aušra Ratkevičienė was unveiled in 2014 and placed for 
all to see on the side altar of the basilica.

The Celebration of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into Heaven and 
the Feast of the Assumption are held on the 15th of August.
The monthly feast is held on the 15th of every month.
The Feast of St. Anthony of Padua is held on the 13th of June (transferrable to the 
nearest Sunday).
The Feast of St. Mary of the Snows is held on the 5th of August.
The Feast of the Birth of St. Mary is held on the 8th of September.
The Feast of the Immaculate Conception of St. Mary is held on the 8th of Decem-
ber.

Devotional traditions

St. John Paul II
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Cathedral Basilica of St. Stanislaus and St. Ladislaus of Vilnius

Basilica of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Šiluva, and the Šiluva Chapel of the 
Apparition of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Vilnius Chapel of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of Mercy  
(known as the Gates of Dawn Chapel), and the Church of St. Theresa

The Tytuvėnai Church and Monastery Ensemble

Vilnius Sanctuary of the Divine Mercy

Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of Peace Church in Klaipėda

Vilnius Way of the Cross (Vilnius Calvary)

Basilica of the Holy Mother Mary’s Visitation, and the Chapels of the Way of the Cross in 
Žemaičių Kalvarija

Basilica of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Trakai

Šiauliai St. Peter and Paul’s Cathedral

Pivašiūnai Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Church of Ignatius of Loyola in Šiauliai

Marijampolė Basilica of St. Michael, the Archangel, and the Chapel of Blessed Jurgis Mat-
ulaitis in his native Lūginė

Hill of Crosses

Kaunas Cathedral Basilica of the Apostles St. Peter and St. Paul

Rokiškis Church of the St. Apostle Evangelist Matthew

Kaunas Christ’s Resurrection Church

Krekenava Basilica of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Pažaislis Church of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the former Camaldolese 
Abbey Ensemble

1

3
4
5
6
7

8
9

10

11

12
13
14

15
16
17
18
19

2

Raseiniai

Tytuvėnai

Raseiniai

Tytuvėnai

11

12

40



1 2

3 4

6
7

8

9

10

15

16

17

19

Trakai

Raseiniai

Tytuvėnai

Rokiškis

Trakai

Raseiniai

Tytuvėnai

Rokiškis

5

18

41



The booklet was compiled in 2021 based on the information provided by the 
national tourism development agency Lithuania Travel, local tourism information 

centres and the Lithuanian Bishops’ Conference.
More information: www.piligrimukelias.lt

Cover photo - Kaunas Cathedral Basilica of the Apostles St. Peter and St. Paul, 
author - J. Kamenskas.
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